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Spring Programme 2026
 

 07 March – 28 June 2026
Contacts
President:	Kirstie Maclean	
			
Secretary:	              Anne Pearson	        

Assistant Secretary:	Position Vacant
(weekends away)			
Treasurer:	Anne Donnelly	

Walks Committee:
	A Walks Convener:	Pam Manning	
	B Walks Convener:	Sue Lieberman	
	C Walks Convener:	Lisa Conlan	
      Walks Co-ordinator: David Allison           
	Walks Adviser:	Ann Peat	

Website: http://www.hfedinburgh.com


“Climb the mountains and get their good tidings. Nature's peace will flow into you as sunshine flows into trees. The winds will blow their own freshness into you, and the storms their energy, while cares will drop away from you like the leaves of autumn." (John Muir)


HF Edinburgh is affiliated to: HF Holidays Ltd, Imperial House, Edgeware Road, London NW9 5AL
Important information concerning walks 

Please observe the following information and guidelines in order to make our group walks pleasurable and successful:
· The number of participants on walks is not normally restricted. Though numbers may occasionally be restricted if the walk organiser considers it necessary for a particular walk (e.g. because of limited parking). 
· Three walks are planned each fortnight. These will normally be on a Saturday or a Sunday. Please check the start times and meeting places as they vary.
· It is essential you contact the walk organiser as soon as possible, and normally at least 48 hours before the walk, to indicate your wish to participate.
· You will be told of any minor changes by the walk organiser. Occasionally walks planned for a Saturday will be moved to a Sunday (or vice versa), and/or the walk itself will be changed, for instance if there is a poor weather forecast. When there is a major change like that, and time permits, e.g. there is at least 48 hours between the change being decided and the actual walk, it is helpful if the walk organiser notifies all members via the club email (hf_edinburgh@yahoo.co.uk) in case the change allows members, not previously signed up, to join the walk.
· Please make sure you have your ICE (in case of emergency) card and a mobile phone with you. In the case of the phone, make sure it is charged up, switched on and has the walk organiser’s number listed in your contacts. Alert the organiser, before the walk starts, if you don’t have a phone with you.
· Please remember the “line of sight“ rule i.e. ensure you have any group members walking behind you within sight and wait if they are getting too far behind you.
· Please let the walk organiser know if you want to car share and if you are willing to be a driver. Recommended mileage rate is 20p per mile, with drivers going free. The organiser will sort this out with drivers and passengers, generally at the beginning of the walk. Please bring cash, including small change with you.
· Carry sufficient food and water with you for the length and difficulty of walk you are undertaking.
· Carry a map and compass for A and B walks, and know how to use them.
· If you have any concerns about your health or fitness with regard to the length or difficulty of walk you are hoping to undertake, please ring the walk organiser to discuss prior to the walk.




	Date, Time,
Sat or Sun where 2 dates are given
	Cat A
	Walk description meeting places and organiser

	Saturday 7th/Sunday 8th March

	    A
	   WALK OFFER STILL REQUIRED


	Saturday 21st/Sunday 22nd March

Strachan Road 
08:00
Walk Start
09:30

	A
	Ben Vorlich from Ardvorlich.
 
Distance: 8.5km   Ascent: 910m  OS Sheet: 51/57

Walk time:  5-6 hours  Grid Ref: NN633232  GPS: 56.3813 -4.2158  
Meeting places: Strachan Road for 8am or Ardvorlich for 09:30am. No suitable public transport.  

Description: Iconic Munro climbed from the south side of Lochearn. I have not climbed this walk for some time. Suitable for an early Spring day. We will ascend and return by the same route. 
   
Organiser: David Campbell. 

	
Saturday 4th/Sunday 5th April

Strachan Road 
08:00
Walk Start
09:45

	


A
	Stuc a Chroin from Callander

OS map 57: Distance 16km, Ascent 825m

Meeting places: Strachan Road for 8am or Drumardoch Farm turn off GR 636107 for 9:45am.
Description: A great alternative route for the Munro Stuc a Chroin and certainly less travelled.  Please contact organiser for further details.

Organiser: Debbie Reid 

	Saturday 18th/Sunday 19th April

Edinburgh 8:00 
	


A
	Devils Beef Tub and Hart Fell

OS map 78, Distance 14.5km, Ascent 874m
Meeting places: Northumberland hotel 8am/ A 701 carpark. Grid reference NT055127
Description: This Corbett is a familiar sight above Moffat when driving along the M74. The summit is undistinguished but the ascent along the long ridge gives fine views on a clear day. This route takes in many small peaks and contains some rough ground, boggy areas and steep ascents and descents but there is a vague path all the way. 

Organiser: Diana Borthwick, 

	
Saturday 2nd/Sunday 3rd May

	



A
	Meall Garbh and Meall Greigh
OS map: 51  Distance: 15km  Ascent: 1110m

Meeting Places:  Strachan Road 0745 or 0930 at walk start (car park at Ben Lawers Hotel), Grid reference NN677396
Public transport info: none suitable

Description: These two Munros form the eastern flank of the Ben Lawers range with a connecting ridge giving fine views on a clear day.   There is a small amount of road walking from the car park at Ben Lawers Hotel (charge may be waived if food/drink are purchased at end of day).  We will climb the hills anti-clockwise from start of NTS boundary along Lawers Burn, beginning with Meall Greigh.   This is a long day but if weather is good can be taken at a moderate enough pace.  

Organiser: Sue Lieberman
Email:   

	
Saturday 30th/Sunday 31st May

Edinburgh 8:00 or start of walk 09:45
	



A
	Carn Chois and Ben Chonzie OS map: 25,  Distance: 17 km, Ascent: 790 m
Meeting Places:  Strachan Road 8:00am or Loch Turret car park 9:45am NN822265 
Description: Ben Chonzie (Ben y Hone) is a well known Munro which most of the HF members have done at least via Invergeldie.  However starting from Loch Turret carpark climbing first the top of Carn Chois, following in a clock wise direction the ridge between C Chois and Ben Chonzie, the views are entirely different giving the walk a totally different atmosphere. We will walk back along the northern shore of Loch Turret.  Depending on the weather, this walk may be done in the clockwise or anti-clockwise direction. 
Organiser: Pam Manning, 

	
Saturday 13th/Sunday 14th June

Edinburgh 8:00 or start of walk 10:15
	A
	Ben Achàladair and Beinn A' Chreachain

OS Maps: 50 or Exp 377 Distance  21.5k/(13.25ml)     Ascent  1266m

Meeting place(s) and time(s)  Strachan Road 8am or car park just off the A82 signed for Achaladair farm (NN313437) 10.15am

Description: Two years ago we attempted to climb these two Munros but only managed Ben Achaladair, due to unexpected bad weather conditions. This time, we'll aim for Beinn A' Chreachain first, climbing clockwise with a river crossing after leaving the path.
If the Met Office gets the forecast right this time, we will be rewarded with a great ridge walk and fantastic views.

Organiser:  Ann Peat


	
Saturday 27th/Sunday 28th June

Edinburgh 7:30 or start of walk 09:30
	A
	Beinn Chabhair 
OS Map:       56  Distance:   13km     Ascent:  948m
Meeting places: Strachan Road 07.30 am or Drovers Inn at Inverarnan 09.30. GR NN318184
Description: Beinn Chabhair is a suprisingly rugged Munro with great character. The summit ridge is a lumpy collection of knolls and rocky humps which make a fine walk. The start via Beinglas Falls is very steep and eroded, and there is fair amount of boggy ground on the middle, moorland section.
Organiser: Andrew Teece 








	Date, time
	Cat B
	
Walk description, meeting place and organiser


	Sat 14th/ Sun 15th March

Strachan Road 09.00 or Ben A’an car park 10.15









	

B


















	Ben A’an

OS Sheet.  46  
Distance:    3.7km    Ascent: 340m    Walk time:  3-4 hours
Meeting Place:  Strachan Rd at 9am or Ben A’an car park 10.15
Start Grid Ref:  NN509070
 
Walk Description:
Ben A’an is one of the most popular amongst Scotlands smaller hills. Often known as the mountain miniature, its position at the heart of the Trossachs makes it a truly wonderful viewpoint. The excellent path has recently been rebuilt but the route is still steep. On a good day the car park (charge) fills quickly, the nearest alternative is Ben Venue car park 450m along A821 towards Aberfoyle.
 
Organiser:  Diana Borthwick, 

	Saturday 28th March 2026

Edinburgh 0830 or walk start 0945.
	
B
	Callander Crags and Bracklinn Falls

OS Sheets: 57 
Distance: 10 km   Ascent: 450m    Walk time:  4-5 hrs
Meeting place: Strachan Rd 08.30 OR 09.45 at first car park on left above Callander Golf Club; road is signposted Bracklinn Falls.      
Start Grid: NN633081

Walk Description:
Circular walk. The walk contours gently through mixed woodland before ascending sharply to the top of the Crags. The ridge is unusual in that it is never really flat rather up and down on rocky uneven paths but the views are superb back to Ben Ledi and all the way over to Fife. The cairn erected in 1897 for Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee marks the quite steep descent to a minor road that gives access to a bridge across the Keltie water where it falls into a massive gorge. A good forest track follows the course of this river down to the Bracklinn falls from where it is a short walk to an ancient fort monument and back to the start.
 
Organiser:   Debbie Reid, 

	Saturday 11th/Sunday 12th April

Edinburgh 08.30, or walk start 10.00

	

B
	
Craig Gibbon from Little Glenshee

OS Sheet: 52 (Pitlochry & Crieff);  Explorer 1:25k 379                       
Distance  14km/ 8.8 miles   Ascent:  415m/1355ft.  Walk time: 4-5 hrs
Meeting place(s) and time(s):  08.30 at Strachan Road or 10.00 at car park at Little Glen Shee.
Grid ref:  NN 998341.     No suitable public transport

This Perthshire walk starts gradually uphill on a good track, passing a number of small duck ponds and then heads towards some smallish hills: We do not go up these as we turn right and descend a short distance before picking up the path towards Craig Gribbon with its monument and sheltering trees.  For the return route we return to the main path and turn right again. Hopefully we should have a good view north before we swing towards the left, where the track undulates a bit and eventually descends towards our starting point.

Organiser:  Jean Davie,  



	Saturday 25th/Sunday 26th April

Edinburgh 09.00 or 09.45 at walk start 
	

B
	Moncreiffe Hill Near Perth 


OS Sheet: 53
Distance: 8.3km   Ascent: 330m   Walk time:  ca 3 hours. 
Meeting place(s) and time(s):  Strachan Road at 09.00 or 09.45 at walk start.  No suitable public transport
Grid Ref: NO153192   GPS: 56.3576 -3.3717
.  
An excellent and easy circular walk to explore Moncreiffe Hill, a beautiful woodland walk managed by the Woodland Trust. Excellent view from the summit over Perth, the Ochils, Fife and the Tay. If coming from Edinburgh exit M90 at J9, drive north on A912 through Bridge of Earn then turn right onto a minor road immediately after crossing the River Earn.  After about 2km turn left onto a track sign-posted Moncreiffe Hill.  We will follow the Walk Highlands route going clockwise.  A track starts by heading WNW until almost directly above the M90 ,then a path heads N, then NE and ESE through woodland until reaching summit at  Moredun Top, where there are remains of an Iron Age Fort. 
We return to the waymarked trail and turn left heading back towards car park. The track runs along the top of an escarpment for one section.  

Organiser: David Campbell:  


	Sunday 17th May


Edinburgh 08.00 or walk start at 09.45
	B 
	Glen Ogle Trail, Lochearnhead

OS: sheet:  51   
Distance: 10.5km/6.5 miles   Ascent: 402m   Walk time:  3.5-4.5 hrs
Meeting Place:  Strachan Road at 08.00 or Lochearnhead Car Park, just off A85 at 09.45.
Start Grid Ref:  NN593237

Walk description:  
This circular route starts in Lochearnhead and heads north gently uphill along the disused railway line.  At the top of Glen Ogle, route crosses the A84 to follow a less defined way and line of an old military road.  Route downhill can be boggy and sometimes muddy, especially as it passes near site of the significant 2004 landslide, (which left 57 motorists trapped between two landslides). Path becomes drier as it moves nearer to burn; after an open stretch it climbs to reach A85 before continuing down  glen back to start point.

Organiser:  Anne Kilgour:  

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
Saturday 6th June

Flotterstone 10.30
	B 
	Scald Law and up Turnhouse hill and Carnethy hill from Flotterstone

OS: sheet:  66  
Distance: 12.5km/7.7 miles   Ascent: 609m   Walk time:  3.5-4.5 hrs
Start Grid Ref:  NT233632

Meeting Place:  Meet at Flotterstone inn 10.30am if coming by car. Additional parking at Castle law. Bus 101A Edinburgh to Dumfries goes to Flotterstone from Edinburgh bus station. I will meet there for the 9.25am bus.

Walk description:  
The walk goes from Flotterstone along a path to Scald Law and then uphill to Turnhouse hill and onto Carnethy hill with great views. Returning via minor road by Loganlea and Glencorse Reservoirs.

Organiser:  Lisa Conlan 

	Saturday 20th/Sunday 21st June

Edinburgh 08.30 or walk start 09.30
	B
	Lee Penn circular from Innerleithen.

OS sheet: 73   
Distance: 14km   Ascent:  490m   Walk time: 4-5 Hours
Meeting Place:  Northumberland  Hotel at 08.30 or 09.30 at small carpark at Victoria Park, Hall Street, Innerleithen 
Start Grid Ref:  NT 328367 

Walk Description
Starting from Innerleithen there is a good path, initially through woods before the steep ascent of Lee Pen (502m).  Lovely views of the Tweed Valley and the Moorfoot Hills.  Walk continues west taking in the summits of Lee Burn Head and Black Knowe before descending to Colquhar farm and following River Leithen towards Innerleithen golf course, then through forest to Pirn Hill and descending back to Innerleithen.

Organiser:  Janice Christie



                
	Date, time
	Cat C
	Walk description, meeting place and organiser

	Saturday March 7th

Edin 09.30
	     C
	Dalkeith to Dalhousie Castle (hotel) via the South Esk

OS: 66  Distance:  7 miles (11km)
Ascent: 110m (approx.)

Meeting Place: Northumberland Hotel at 9.30am/ bus route 3 to Morrisons at Eskbank Rd

Walk description: The walk starts at the Kings Park in Dalkeith. We walk through Newbattle Golf Course and pass places of historic interest: Lord Ancrums Wood, The Maiden Bridge, Newbattle Abbey College, The Lothian Viaduct and Dalhousie Castle Hotel. The walk is mainly off road and passes through woodland and along banks of river Esk.

Organiser: Moira Brown 

	Sunday March 22nd

Edinburgh 9.30 am 

Start of Walk 10.10

	    C
	Water of May, Invermay Estate, Forteviot 

OS Landranger: 58, OS Explorer 369 Distance: 5.5 miles (9 km) Ascent: 150m 
Meeting place: Strachan Road at 9.30 am or the Earn Coffee Shop,Bridge of Earn about 10.10am

Walk description: This is an easy low level route following tracks and minor roads through farmland and woodland with some ascent and 1 metal gate to climb. Start-Park by the bowling club in Forteviot.

Organiser: Ali Pugh 

	Saturday April 4th 
Edinburgh 10.00 am
	     C
	Wester Shore and Midhope Castle

OS: 65      Distance: 6 miles     Ascent: Minimal
Meeting place: Strachan Road 10.00am. Public transport limited for this walk

Walk description: Starting beside the castle in Blackness this sausage shaped walk takes in scenic views of the Firth of Forth, deciduous woodland and open countryside. We pass two ancient castles, three kirks,one destroyed by Oliver Cromwell in 1650 and another [Abercorn] founded in the late 400s,and a very small free museum. It is a walk on good paths and tracks with a very small amount of quiet road walking.

Organiser: Kirstie Maclean  


	Saturday April 18th 

Roslin 11.15 am (or 10.30 for coffee)

	     C
	Roslin Rosewell Circular

OS: 66 Distance: 7 miles approx (11km) Ascent: Descent/Ascent a couple of descents, including a flight of stairs down into Roslin Glen. A further flight of stairs up at the end of the walk.

Meeting place: 
Outside Old Original Rosslyn Inn at corner of Main Street and Manse Road,Roslin at 11.15am. There will be a coffee stop at 10.30am at the splendid Dollys Tea Room, just accross from the Rosslyn Inn. 

Public transport info: LRT 37 from Silverknowles, via Princess Street and Bridges.[Stop at Rosslyn Hole] There is free parking in Manse Road and other neighbouring streets.

Walk description: This is a moderately energetic walk offering great views across Midlothian’s farmland before descending to the river North Esk and Springfield Mill nature reserve. Our walk also takes us along the track of the old railway line to Peebles, after which we will descend into Roslin Glen. Poles advisable for a couple of bits.

Organiser: Anne Donnelly 

	Sunday May 03rd 
 

Edin 
09.30am
or Walk Start 10.15am

	     C
	Kingskettle and Rameldry, Fife

OS: Landranger 59, Explorer 370  Distance: 7 miles (11 km) Ascent: 150m
Meeting place: Meet at Strachan Road at 9.30am or Howe of Fife Parish Church [on street parking} at 10.15.

Walk description: Moderate route following tracks, paths and minor roads with some ascent. Can be muddy. We will pass through the north-east villages of Kingskettle, Kettlebridge and Kettlehill.

Organiser: Ali Pugh 

	Saturday May 30th

Edin 9.00am

Start of Walk
10.15/11.00












	
   C
	Direlton to Yellowcraig Beach Circular

OS:  66/351  Distance:  5.5 miles (8.8km)    Ascent: 55m
Walk time:  5-6 hrs

Meeting Place: Meeting at Waterloo Place for the 9.14am X5 bus  if coming by car meet at Open Arms Hotel at Direlton Green. Optional coffee at the hotel for all on walk 10.15 to start walk at 11am.

Walk Description:  
Starting at Direlton this walk follows John Muir Path on the coast before turning inland round the Archerfield Estate and golf links, returning via the Direlton Solar Walk featuring representations of the sun and the 8 planets.

Organisers:  Angela and Kim Swales 

	Saturday June 13th 

Princes St 
10.23 am
	     C
	Leven Hall Links to Meadowmill

OS: Landranger 66  Distance: 6 miles (9.5km) Ascent: Minimal

Meeting place/ Public Transport : Meet for the 26 bus at 10.23 from the Apple store Princess Street for Seton Sands

Walk description: Starting at Levenhall Arms Pub the walk goes down to the walkway along the coast and on to Cockenzie. Coffee stop at Cockenzie House possible swim at a lovely cove nearby for those who want if weather good. Going on to Port Seton and then up Sandy Lane to Seton Collegate Church. The walk continues along a good track to the Wagon Way and onto the 1745 Memorial for the Battle of Prestonpans finishing in Prestonpans for bus back.

Organiser: Lisa Conlan 

	[bookmark: _Hlk209718964]Sunday June 28th

Edin 9.30 am

	     C
	St Boswells Circular

OS: 74 Distance: 7.5 miles (12km) Ascent: Very little but some fairly steep steps 

Meeting Place: Meet at Northumberland Hotel at 9.30am (Borders buses go to St Boswells but you would need to start early as buses are few.)

Walk description: Starting and finishing in St Boswells this walk takes in bits of both St Cuthberts Way and the Borders Abbey Way. It passes Maxton Church, Drysburgh Abbey and the statue of William Wallace. It is mainly flat with some stretches of undulating river bank with quite a lot of steps. 

Organiser: Kirstie McLean
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