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Winter Programme 2026/7
 
 31 October 2026 – 28 February 2027
Contacts
President:	Kirstie Maclean	
			
Secretary:	              Anne Pearson	                        
			

Assistant Secretary:	Position Vacant
(weekends away)			
Treasurer:	Anne Donnelly	
			

Walks Committee:
	A Walks Convener:	Pam Manning
	B Walks Convener:	Sue Lieberman
	C Walks Convener:	Lisa Conlan	
      Walks Co-ordinator: David Allison           
	

Website: http://www.hfedinburgh.com


“Climb the mountains and get their good tidings. Nature's peace will flow into you as sunshine flows into trees. The winds will blow their own freshness into you, and the storms their energy, while cares will drop away from you like the leaves of autumn." (John Muir)

HF Edinburgh is affiliated to: HF Holidays Ltd, Imperial House, Edgeware Road, London NW9 5AL
Important information concerning walks 

Please observe the following information and guidelines in order to make our group walks pleasurable and successful:
· The number of participants on walks is not normally restricted. Though numbers may occasionally be restricted if the walk organiser considers it necessary for a particular walk (e.g. because of limited parking). 
· Three walks are planned each fortnight. These will normally be on a Saturday or a Sunday. Please check the start times and meeting places as they vary.
· It is essential you contact the walk organiser as soon as possible, and normally at least 48 hours before the walk, to indicate your wish to participate.
· You will be told of any minor changes by the walk organiser. Occasionally walks planned for a Saturday will be moved to a Sunday (or vice versa), and/or the walk itself will be changed, for instance if there is a poor weather forecast. When there is a major change like that, and time permits, e.g. there is at least 48 hours between the change being decided and the actual walk, it is helpful if the walk organiser notifies all members via the club email (hf_edinburgh@yahoo.co.uk) in case the change allows members, not previously signed up, to join the walk.
· Please make sure you have your ICE (in case of emergency) card and a mobile phone with you. In the case of the phone, make sure it is charged up, switched on and has the walk organiser’s number listed in your contacts. Alert the organiser, before the walk starts, if you don’t have a phone with you.
· Please remember the “line of sight“ rule i.e. ensure you have any group members walking behind you within sight and wait if they are getting too far behind you.
· Please let the walk organiser know if you want to car share and if you are willing to be a driver. Recommended mileage rate is 25p per mile, with drivers going free. The organiser will sort this out with drivers and passengers, generally at the beginning of the walk. Please bring cash, including small change with you.
· Carry sufficient food and water with you for the length and difficulty of walk you are undertaking.
· Carry a map and compass for A and B walks, and know how to use them.
· If you have any concerns about your health or fitness with regard to the length or difficulty of walk you are hoping to undertake, please ring the walk organiser to discuss prior to the walk.




	Date, Time,
Sat or Sun where 2 dates are given
	Cat A
	Walk description meeting places and organiser

	Sat 07 or Sun 08 November 2026


Meet at Strachan road at 8am or Threipmuir reservoir at 8.45am.

	    A
	Pentlands 6 peak circular

OS Map Explorer 344, Distance 20k, Ascent 900m 

Meeting Places: Strachan Road 08:00, Threipmuir reservoir car park NT167639 08:45

Description: A strenuous walk with steep climbs taking in all the peaks along the ridge from West Kip to Turnhouse hill. Starting at Threipmuir reservoir we walk up the red road before climbing the ridge. At Flotterstone we turn left and a detour can be made to view the waterfall from the reservoir outflow. From there we head up Maiden’s Cleuch to Harlaw and back to Threipmuir.

Organiser: Diana Borthwick:  

	Sat 21th or Sun 22nd  November

Strachan Road 
08:00

	A
	Ben Udlamain and Sgairneach Mhor 

OS map 42: Distance 16km, Ascent 783m, Walk Time 7 hours

Meeting places: Strachan Road for 08.00 or Layby on A9 at entrance to Coire Dhomhain. NN632755

Description: This southern pair of the four Munros on the west side of the Drumochter Pass are heathery hills rather than true mountains; the views, however, are good on a clear day. The terrain is mostly straightforward hillwalking, with wetter terrain lower down and good walking on mossy turf along the ridges. The descent from Beinn Udlamain is very steep and rough in parts.

Organiser: David Docherty 

	Sat 05th/Sun 06th December

Strachan Rd 08.00 or walk start 10.00

	


A
	Ben Vorlich from Glen Ample
 OS map: OL 46. 
Distance: 13.8km   Ascent: 888m    Walk time:  6 hrs
Meeting place: Strachan Rd 08.00 or walk start 10.00     
Start Grid Ref   NN601224 
This circular walk (car shuttle planned) offers a different route up Ben Vorlich. Starting at Glen Ample a good track takes us along the glen and around Creagan nan Gabhar; where the path peters out close to a waterfall we go off piste to approach and ascend the nose of the north west flank up to the summit. Our return is by the usual upward path to Ardvorlich house where the car shuttle, should it be in operation, will save us from the 3 km trek back to Glen Ample.
Organiser:   Debbie Reid, 


	Sat 19th/Sun 20th December


 Strachan Road 
08:00
Walk Start
10:00

	


A
	Meall Corranaich 

OS Map 51, Distance 9.5km   , Ascent 1069m

Meeting Places:  Strachan Road for 8:00am or Small parking layby just north of summit of Lairig an Lochain at 10:00 am  GR: NN593415 

Description: This Munro is at the the westward end of the Ben Lawers ridge. The start at almost 550 metres makes this a short climb but the terrain is very rough - and peat bogs unavoidable. Paths are faint (a line of fenceposts helps for the ascent of Meall Corranaich).

Organiser: Pam Manning, 

	Sat 16th/Sun 17th January

0800 Edinburgh or walk start 0930




	



A
	Benvane in the Trossachs

OS Map:        57          Distance:     8.75km/5 miles        Ascent:   620m
Walk time:                  4 - 4.5 hours
Meeting places:         0800 Strachan Road, or 0930 at walk start.   Parking is near Ballimore Farm, at the end of the public road up Glen Buckie (south of Balquhidder).  
Grid Ref                       NN530176

Description:   The Trossachs Benvane (821m) is a lovely Corbett lying immediately to the north of Ben Ledi.   The walk begins by climbing from Ballimore onto the gradual, winding ridge which leads south to the summit.   On a clear day there are lovely views of Ben Ledi and other summits, as well as the surrounding area.   Return by the same route.  Altogether a straightforward and relatively leisurely hill day.   

Organiser:  David Campbell. 


	Sat 30th/Sun 31st January


Strachan Road departing 08.00 or at starting point of walk at 9:45

	



A
	Ben Venue from Ledard Farm

OS Map: 46 ,   Distance: 11.5km ,  Ascent: 812m

Meeting places: Strachan Road departing 08.00 or at starting point 
Ledard Farm layby at  09.45

Start Grid Ref NN459022 

Description: Ben Venue is a rocky Corbett in the Trossachs -  not in view from Loch Àrd, which results in this approach being quieter than that from Loch Achray. Nonetheless the beautiful broadleaved woodland of the lower Ledard Glen provides a picturesque approach, though the upper glen is boggy. Once on the ridge, the views are magnificent.

Organiser: David Allison :- 

	
Sat 13th/Sun 14th February

Strachan Rd 08.00 or walk start 10.00     

	A
	Carn na Caim and possibly A'Bhuidheanach Bheag

OS map: OS 42/ OL 51 
Distance: 19km/ 11.7ml   Ascent: 824m    Walk time:  6 hrs
Meeting place: Strachan Rd 08.00 or walk start 10.00     
Start Grid Ref   NN639820 
There is a steep climb up a good quarry road to the flat plateau on which these two eastern Drummochters lie, some 5km apart. They are not spectacular Monros but the feeling of space is immense and on a clear day in winter especially with snow, this can be a thrilling walk. Sightings of ptarmigan and mountain hares are not uncommon and a real bonus
Organiser:   Mary Cryan

	
Sat 27th/Sun 28th February


Strachan Road at 08:00 or
start: Ben Lawers car park 

	A
	Tarmachan Ridge

OS Map:        51         Distance:     13km        Ascent:   820m
Walk time:                  7 hours

Meeting places:         Strachan Road to leave at 08:00
Start: Ben Lawers car park (charge).  Grid Ref NN608377
                     
Description:   Meall nan Tarmachan is one of the easier Munros to reach in good weather thanks to a high level start point, but it is really just the start of a rocky ridge traverse which is one of the most interesting in the Southern Highlands. There is a short, avoidable scramble on the descent from Meall Garbh. There is a good path to Munro summit and long ridge. Meall Garbh has a narrow ridge and an avoidable rocky scramble on the descent. After leaving the ridge the route crosses rough, boggy ground until it reaches a quarry, with only traces of a path. Finish on good track.   

Organiser: David Docherty







	Date, time
	Cat B
	
Walk description, meeting place and organiser


	Sat 31st Oct/Sun 1st Nov 

Strachan Rd 09.00 or walk start at Lochore Car Park 10.00                


	

B


















	Benarty Hill from Loch Ore Meadows Country Park
OS map: Explorer 367 (Landranger 58)                                     Distance: 11.3 km/7 mls   Ascent: 400m    Walk time:  4-5 hrs.   Meeting place: Strachan Rd 09.00 or walk start 10.00                
Start Grid Ref   NT170 962 
This circular walk up to the summit of Benarty Hill follows the northern shore of Lochore before walking through two forests; first the deciduous wood around Harran Hill and then the conifer forest of Benarty woods. At the top of the escarpment there are lovely views to Loch Leven and beyond. Paths are good but sometimes muddy and the ascent is mostly gentle except for two short, steep sections.  
Organiser:  Debbie Reid



	Sat 14th/Sun 15th Nov

0830 Edinburgh or Walk start 0930 
	
B
	Pillars of Hercules 

OS map:      59                 
Distance:     14 kms   Ascent:  560m    4-5 hours.   
Meeting places:    Strachan Road for 8:30 am or in Pillar of Hercules car park for 9:30am.  (NB:  parking charge £2)
No suitable public transport.
Start grid reference:       NO242082  

Note:  The entrance to the Pillars of Hercules is on the left of the A912 about 1.2 miles from Falkland. There is a car park just after the entrance.

Description:
We will start walking on well-made tracks and continue until we reach the impressive view point of the Tyndall Bruce monument, a good place for our Banana Break.   If visibility is good we should have extensive views over the Fife countryside.  We then walk SW often on deep forest paths, until we reach a stile over the fence that surrounds the forests.  A short climb on a grassy slope takes us onto the main track from Craigmead car park.  We will walk on from there to the summit of West Lomond.  We can have lunch in a sheltered place near the summit.  We then walk down SE until we reach the Maspie Den track and follow it all the way down to the road near the House of Falkland.  A short walk from there takes us back to the car park.  We can have refreshments there before heading home. 

Organiser:  David Campbell


	

Sat 28th/Sun 29th Nov … 

8am Edinburgh or walk start 0930
	

B
	

Bealach Route and Killiecrankie, Pitlochry

OS Maps: OL49 Pitlochry. 
Grid reference: NN43595. 
Distance  16km.  Ascent 625m.   Walk time: :  5-6 hours

Meet at Strachan Road at 8am or Beinn Vrackie car park off the lane north west of Moulin at 9.30.

This varied walk climbs the open moorland above Pitlochry to cross the Bealach na Searmon offering great views to reach Killiecrankie. The walk heads down into the gorge past Soldier’s leap and along a stretch of the river Garry and Loch Faskally. 

Organiser:  Diana Borthwick

	Sat 12th/Sun 13th Dec

0830 Edinburgh or walk start
	

B
	Lammer Law and Hopes Reservoir

OS map:      Explorer 345                  
Distance:     14.5 kms      Ascent:  352m  Walk time:   5hrs 20 mins
Meeting places:   08.30 Northumberland Hotel
Start grid reference: NT541642

Description:
A walk over rolling hills with (weather permitting) good views to the surrounding countryside and onwards to Pentlands and Firth of Forth.  This will be on a mixture of paths and tracks, with some boggy sections.  No steep climbs.  There are a couple of choices of where to being the walk, and parking options may make the decision for us.

Organiser:   Mary Cryan

	Sat 9th or Sun 10th January 2027 

Redford Road
9am
	B 
	Dreghorn circular
OS map: 66    Distance: 15 km/9 miles    Ascent: 780m

Meeting Places and times:
9am at Redford Road.  Parking at entrance to Dreghorn Woods just north of Dreghorn Barracks & Covenanters’ Memorial

Public Transport:  Lothian 16 bus goes up Redford Road. 10 and 45 buses stop on Colinton Road at north end of Redford Road.

Description:  A varied Pentland walk, starting in Dreghorn Woods with their redwood trees, then climbing Capelaw Hill followed by  short descent to and ascent of Harbour Hill.   We descend the ridge of Harbour Hill to Glencorse reservoir before returning via Allermuir and an alternative route down from Capelaw to the First World War Centenary Woods and Dreghorn Barracks. 
A straightforward walk with only moderate ascents and descents.

Organiser: Janice Christie

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Sat 23rd or Sun 24th January 

Strachan Road 09.00 or walk start 09.50
	B 
	Culteuchar Hill with Castle Law and Law of Dumbuils

OS map:  58 or Exp 369                    
Distance:  11 to 12 kms    Ascent: 350m to 400m approx
Walk Time:  4 to 5 hours  
Meeting places: Strachan Road 09.00am or walk start Forgandenny 09.50am
Start grid reference: NO086182 

Description: This relatively short circular walk should work well for a short day. We start from Forganndenny (near Bridge of Earn) and ascend Culteuchar Hill on the way to Castle Law
Hill Fort and then head round towards Law of Dumbuils. On a good day we should have almost panoramic views. Most of the walk is on reasonable tracks and paths, except for the final ascent of Culteuchar hill which is on grass.
Afterwards we can head for the Earn Cafe in Bridge of Earn.

Organiser:   Jean Davie 



	Sat 6th or Sun 7th Feb 


Northumberland 09.30 or walk start 10.40
	B
	Traquair to Minch Moor

OS map:  73 or Exp 337                   
Distance:  11.3 kms    Ascent: 420m 
Walk Time:  4 to 5 hours  
Meeting places: Northumberland Hotel 09.30 or walk start Southern Upland Way Car Park 10.40am
Start grid reference: NT331345

Description: Rolling hills , heather clad moors , beautiful views on wide moorland tracks leading to Minch moor and back.
.

Organiser:   Organiser: Ali Pugh 


	Sat 20th/Sun 21st Feb

Edinburgh 09.15
	B
	Pentland Hills - Eight Mile Burn to Flotterstone

Distance:       12kms (7.5 miles)   Ascent:  750m.  Map:  OS 66
Meeting places:   Meet at Hillend approx 9.15 (tbc).  (Note: the walk involves driving out to Flotterstone then transferring to the 101 bus to the walk start).

Start grid reference: NT233631

Description:
This walk involves taking the bus from Flotterstone to Eight Mile Burn. From there we follow a farm track which brings us to the foot of West Kip. We will then walk over the five hills  (West Kip, East Kip, Scald Law, Carnethy and Turnhouse) back to Flotterstone where we will have left our cars. 

Organiser:  Di McGuire



                
	Date, time
	Cat C
	Walk description, meeting place and organiser

	Sat 7th November 

Meet for 9.27am X7 bus to Dunbar at Waterloo Place
	     C
	Dunbar/Barns Ness

OS: 67  Distance:  6 miles (9.5km)
Ascent/Descent: 
 Mostly flat with some downhill to coast. 

Meeting Place/Public Transport: Waterloo Place 09.27am

Walk description: Starting with coffee at Dunbar garden centre we go via quiet road and shared user cycle path to Barns ness and back via the coast along edge of golf course to Dunbar.

Organiser: Lisa Conlan

	Sat 21st November

9.57am X7 bus to Dunbar at Waterloo Place
	    C
	Spott Memorial Walk

OS: 67 Distance: 5 miles (8 km) Ascent: Some uphill and downhill not too steep

Meeting Place: Waterloo Place 09.57am

Walk description: Starting at Dunbar Garden Centre we walk on quiet road to village of Spott and around the memorial walk. Great views of surrounding countryside.

Organiser: Lisa Conlan

	Sat 5th December
Meet at entrance to Pilrig Park on Pilrig Street 10.30am. 
No 11 [stop Dryden St]    or Nos 7,14,16,17,25,49 [stop Leith Walk]
	     C
	Pilrig, Newhaven and Water of Leith

OS: 66      Distance: 6 miles  (9.5km)   Ascent: Mostly flat

Meeting place/Public Transport: Pilrig Park 10.30am

Walk description: Circular town walk begins/ends Pilrig Park. It is an interesting and varied walk including places you may not have visited. Local history [Bonnington Mill , greenery [Pilrig and Victoria Parks] birdwatching [Water of Leith] and sea breezes [Newhaven]

Organiser: anne donnelly

	Sat 19th December

Strachan Rd 9.30am
	     C
	Dunmore and Pineapple

OS: 65 Distance: 5 miles (8km) Ascent/Descent: Mostly Flat

Meeting place: Strachan Road 9.30am. 

Walk description: Figure of 8 walk starting at the Pineapple a NT property described as “most bizarre in Scotland” Access to grounds only and continuing along track to the River Forth and through village of Dunmore.


Organiser: Kirstie.maclean


	Sat 16th January

Meet for 9.57 X7 bus to Haddington at Waterloo Place
	     C
	Haddington Railway Line

OS: 66   Distance: 4 miles (6 km) Ascent/Descent: Flat linear walk

Meeting place: No X7 bus Waterloo Place stop at 09.57 

Walk description: Coffee at Costa at Haddington Business Centre and then walking back to Longniddry for bus home.


Organiser: Lisa Conlan

	Sunday 31st January

Meet Dunbar garden centre 10am ish for coffee. Bus X7 from Waterloo Place or car from Northumberland Hotel.








	
   C
	Meikle Pinkerton to the Brunt

OS:  67/351  Distance:  6 miles (9.5km)    Ascent: Negligible

Meeting Place: More info in my pre walk email and it may be possible to pick up in Waterloo place, Abbeyhill, Meadowbank depending on cars/people on walk.

Walk Description:  
This walk goes from Meikle Pinkerton to the Brunt via Spott home Farm and Doon hill. The walk follows country tracks with good views and passes the archeological site of Doon hill in the foothills of the Lammermuirs..

Organiser: Ali Pugh 

	Sat 13th February

Meet Northumberland Hotel at 9am
	     C
	Sprouston Circular, Kelso 

OS: 74  Distance: 7 miles (11 km) Ascent: Mainly flat

Meeting place/ Public Transport : Northumberland Hotel at 9am.

Walk description: A circular walk from Sprouston to the path along the river Tweed and onto the former Cornhill Railway Line back to Sprouston.

Organiser: Kirstie Maclean  


	[bookmark: _Hlk209718964]Sat 27th or Sun 28th February

Meet 8.30am Strachan Rd or at the Coronation car park at Pool of Muckart 9.30am Satnav FK14 7LL 
	     C
	Pool of Muckart to Rumbling Bridge

OS: Landranger 58/ Exp 366   OS  Distance: 7.5 miles (12 km) Ascent/Descent: Minimal

Meeting place: Meet 8.30am Strachan Rd or at the Coronation car park at Pool of Muckart 9.30am Satnav FK14 7LL 

Walk description: On leaving the village we meander along country tracks then a short pavement walk to access river Devon and on to Rumbling Bridge and open countryside on the way back to Muckart. We have views of Gargunnock hills and Wallace monument.
Monas of Muckart café in the main street for refreshments.

Organiser: 
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